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Parents: Are Your Children Ready to Cope with Life
in the Real World?

Even if You had the Time to Teach Them 
Everything They Need to Know . . . Would They Listen?
Introducing the Help You Need NOW to 

Prepare Them for Independent Living!
“It is my opinion that we have a national financial illiteracy epidemic.”

– Trae Bodge of RetailMeNot.com.

Dear Concerned Parent,

Our grandparents instinctively understood the common sense principles that help transform growing children into mature, independent adults: Children need to develop good habits while they are young, and they need to learn the value of a dollar!

Sadly, too many parents today have lost sight of these principles. 

As a result, too many children today lack direction. They suffer from a lack of discipline and focus. They are unprepared for the challenges they will face in the future as adults.

How many times have you witnessed young adults creating terrible hardships for themselves simply because they lacked money management skills? 

Do you ever worry that your child has not yet learned to handle finances wisely? Do you struggle to find methods of teaching money skills that your child will actually pay attention to?
Will Your Child Become Another Statistic?
Many young adults have burdened themselves with unrealistic amounts of student loan debt, high credit card balances, unsustainable mortgage payments and unaffordable automobile loans. 
The statistics concerning the private debt of the average American household these days are alarming!
According to Nerdwallet.com, the average total household credit card debt in the U.S. as of August 2015 was $15,706.  

According to the most recent 2010 U.S. Census data, the median household income was $52,250.  That means that the typical American household is carrying a credit card debt load equal to 30% of its annual income!

Add in mortgages and auto loans, and the average household debt load is staggering!
A September 2013 report released by GoBankingRates.com, which tracks interest and banking rates nationwide, revealed that the average American household is financing $147,591 in mortgage debt and $30,738 in auto loans.

The average student loan debt stood at $32,953.

Is your head spinning yet?  

Is this the future you want for your children?
“Parents do great teaching kids good manners and how to be safe, make their beds and be culturally savvy. But so very often parents neglect the most important thing of all—to prepare them to be financially astute.” – Mary Hunt, author of Raising Financially Confident Kids.
The true social costs of America’s runaway debt crisis are beyond counting, but the statistics mentioned above paint a pretty grim picture of the stress and strain on the modern debt-ridden American family. 

Bankruptcy, foreclosure, divorce, acute anxiety and stress disorders…these are just some of the sad consequences of poor financial planning.

And how many young adults end up moving back home as a result of these problems? 

Let’s face it, we all love our kids, but once they are grown and the nest is empty, we get used to the peace and quiet! It is quite an adjustment to have a grown child move back home, especially when they are distraught over financial worries.
Our grandparents understood the pitfalls that young adults would face if they lacked self-discipline. They gave us all some “tough love” because they knew we needed to learn some hard lessons about life while we were young.

Didn’t we all hear common sense advice like:

 “Live within your means.”

“Put something back for a rainy day.”

“If you can’t pay cash for it, then do without it.”

Every Child Needs Financial Literacy to Succeed in Life
Wouldn’t it be great if there was a new way to reach kids with the importance of financial discipline?  What if your child could begin to learn the principles of common sense money management at a young age?
Responsible parents know, just like our grandparents knew, that lessons learned at a young age stay with you for a lifetime. Our grandparents knew the value of a dollar. They understood that financial discipline laid the foundation for a secure future.

These common sense beliefs prompted Barbara Hoyt, an MBA who worked as the Chief Financial Officer for a major manufacturing company, to tackle the problem of financial illiteracy that she witnessed among young adults.

She realized that her own three kids just weren’t “getting it.” They were irresponsible with their money. And, as teenagers so often do, they regularly tuned her out when she tried to talk to them about financial responsibility.

Barbara also realized that every other parent she knew had the same problem. 

She wanted to create a program that would teach basic money management skills to teens so they would be prepared to handle the financial decisions they would soon be facing as independent young adults.
She knew that junior-high and senior-high kids are not too keen on financial advice from their “boring” parents. Talks about budgeting and saving just went in one ear and out the other. Barbara wanted to find a better way to give children the financial knowledge they so desperately needed.
Will the Millennial Generation Learn in Time?

So many young adults today face daunting financial hardships, mostly of their own making. And of course, the poor economy we have experienced for so many years now only adds to the problem.

But imagine YOUR kids navigating these troubled times with their heads safely above water.

Imagine YOUR son or daughter living within their means. Paying their bills on time. Saving money for future purchases. Saving a down payment for a home so they have some equity. Driving a paid-for vehicle. 

Imagine...YOUR kids behaving like responsible young adults. 

No anxiety over unpaid bills! No repo truck hauling away their car! No harassing calls from bill collectors! No fighting with the spouse about finances!
Your kids can avoid all of these unpleasant circumstances that so many of their peers are facing daily.

And perhaps best of all, no frantic phone calls asking you to loan them money!

Wouldn’t all of that make your grandparents proud?

And even better...imagine the day that you become the grandparent, and you can rest in the knowledge that YOUR kids are modeling good money management skills to YOUR grandchildren!

Discovering the Perfect Solution

Motivated by the desire to see her own children happy and prosperous as adults, Barbara continued to pursue different options in her quest to create an effective tool for reaching the next generation with sound financial teaching. 

She wondered if interactive computer games might be the answer, so she sought out advice from professionals in the fields of education, website design and video gaming.
After months of research and development, she felt confident that she had synthesized all of these elements into the web-based program she christened BUDGET BRAINIACS.
BUDGET BRAINIACS is a unique and exciting new website that provides responsible parents like you with a fun way to teach your children the monetary skills they will need to become successful, secure, independent adults. 

Utilizing an interactive game-based approach that teaches the fundamentals of money management, BUDGET BRAINIACS engages its users by offering prize points for reaching new game levels, completing assigned tasks, and correctly answering quiz questions.

Members have an online “bank” that keeps a running tally of their points, and links them to the on-line “store” where those points can be redeemed for cool prizes like monogrammed back-packs, wallets and purses, mp3 players, and dozens of other age-appropriate prizes.

You want your children to learn smart money management. Your kids want to play computer games & win prizes. With BUDGET BRAINIACS everybody is happy!

But before the website went live, Barbara knew she had to do some market testing.

Once she had a Beta version of the program up and running, Barbara put her new creation to the ultimate challenge: Would her three kids (ages 15, 13 and 10) be interested in this new concept? 

To Barbara’s delight, her children loved it! They enjoyed the games. They enjoyed earning points towards cool prizes. And each one enjoyed having their own special login to their own age-appropriate area of the website. 

Best of all, they were learning to be responsible with their money! They were learning the value of a dollar. They started talking more about saving and less about spending.
And Barbara never had to nag or cajole them into participating. In fact, she had to restrict each of them to three one-hour sessions per week because she felt they were spending too much time sitting in front of a computer screen!
Kids Make Progress from Day One
BUDGET BRAINIACS is designed as “stealth” learning. Games are set up to simulate real-world situations, and kids gain points in each game as they navigate through the available choices in a responsible manner.

Every phase of the program subtly reinforces wise financial decision-making, and bit by bit, kids learn the value of delayed gratification and planning ahead.
All these lessons, learned at a young age, will stick with your kids as they grow up.

Our grandparents knew the importance of steady, consistent discipline, and that is the same method BUDGET BRAINIACS uses to teach money management. Every game, every quiz, every bonus round helps to reinforce the lessons of responsible behavior.

When your kids are interacting with the program, you know they are building a solid foundation of common sense that will help to guide them through life.

When they are logging on (of their own free will!) you know they will benefit from whatever lesson or game is next in the program, and you won’t be pushing or lecturing...you are simply enabling them to learn important life lessons for themselves.

Kids Love This Unique Learning Experience!
When Barbara Hoyt started BUDGET BRAINIACS, she intended to create something special that would fill a huge need in childhood financial education…and she succeeded beyond all her expectations!

There are scores of websites out there that give tips for teaching money skills to kids, or offer simple counting games or basic information about banking or budgeting…but there is nothing else like BUDGET BRAINIACS.
No other financial website provides the attraction of online video games and the incentive of earning prizes that capture the attention of pre-teens and teens the way that BUDGET BRAINIACS does.
Role-playing games for the older kids give them real-life scenarios to deal with – a set amount as a monthly budget, and a list of living expenses that must be paid. Budget choices...steak or hamburger?...new car or used?...new house payment or apartment rent?...give kids a taste of the real world they would not otherwise encounter.

Younger kids get lessons on budgeting their allowance, saving to buy special gifts for Christmas presents, and calculating the cost and upkeep of a pet in the home.

Imagine how much more prepared for life your kids will be after they have spent their formative teen years interacting with real-life role-playing games designed to groom them for independent living?

Financially savvy kids grow up to be wise adult consumers. Like our grandparents knew, good habits learned when you are young will benefit you for a lifetime.

When you give your children their own membership in BUDGET BRAINIACS, you will know you have chosen an effective, creative resource that will empower your children as they grow up and begin to take charge of their own finances.

And you can rest in the comforting knowledge that you are providing your children with a foundation of financial common sense that will pay dividends for their entire lives!

Responsible parents like us do remember those secrets that our grandparents knew: Children need to learn good habits when they are young, and children need to learn the value of a dollar.
A Few Words From Some Happy Parents

Since Budget Brainiacs went online earlier this year, we have received some wonderful encouraging comments from parents all across the country.

“I home-school my children and I’m always looking for ways to bring real-life lessons into my teaching. Your program is fantastic. Every day, my kids ask…when are we going to Budget Brainiacs? They love the games and they especially love earning points when they pass the quizzes.” – T. Bazell - Huntington, Indiana

“My two girls love the games on your website, and they are learning important lessons about planning and saving as they work towards earning enough points for the prizes they have already picked out for themselves. Thanks for helping my kids learn the value of a dollar!” – T. Pickens - Dallas, Texas

“I love your program! My daughter has started a savings account, and the other day I caught her reading the Business Section of the newspaper. She is beginning to take an interest in the “real world.” – P. Herman – Pueblo, Colorado
“I got tired of watching my 11-year-old son fritter away his allowance the same day he received it, and then come to me later in the week wanting to borrow money. I signed him up for Budget Brainiacs, and since then I am happy to report that he has volunteered for extra chores around the house to increase his income, and he has asked me to act as his “savings bank.” THANK YOU Budget Brainiacs!” – K. Tuero - Jensen Beach, Florida

No Other Website Provides All These Benefits

You can search the internet high and low, and you will not find another web-based program that will transform your kids’ financial attitudes like BUDGET BRAINIACS.

Quite simply, there is nothing else like it on the web!
No other web-based resource comes close to the impact that BUDGET BRAINIACS has on the minds of pre-teens and teens, those kids in the tough growing years from age 10 to 20, who desperately need to understand how to manage their money in our fast-paced consumer society.
Kids need to understand the necessity of living within their means! 
And as BUDGET BRAINIACS club members, your kids will learn:
· How to prepare a realistic budget and anticipate future expenses. 

· The importance of building up a “rainy day” fund. 

· How to comparison-shop and when to stock up on bargains. 
· How to balance a checkbook.

· How to save for major expenses and avoid debt.

· How to calculate the cost of interest charges.

· How to get the best deal on an automobile purchase.
· The importance of a good credit score, and how to maintain it.

· How to shop for seasonal values.

· The value of a good 401k plan and how to maximize employer contributions.

· The pros and cons of Traditional & Roth IRAs.

· The wealth-building power of incremental investing.
· How re-invested gains and dividends will supercharge the growth of their investments.
· The power of compound interest and the value of time in investing.
· How to minimize and even totally avoid student loan debt.

· How and where to find bargains when purchasing clothing and electronics.
They will learn, as well-known radio host Dave Ramsey so eloquently puts it, that “Debt is dumb, and cash is king!”

Don’t you wish that we had understood all of these important concepts back when we were starting out in life? 
Only BUDGET BRAINIACS provides a fun method for children to learn these basic skills of money management and prepare themselves for life as independent adults.
A Great Value For Parents
BUDGET BRAINIACS is unique in another important way…not only is it a wildly successful program for teaching money skills to teens…it is also absolutely affordable for parents!

You might expect that such an in-depth continuing education program would require a substantial registration fee along with an annual contract. After all, many subscription-type web services operate that way.

But not BUDGET BRAINIACS! 

Registration fee?  NO!

Annual contract or subscription?  NO!

We know parents love our service. Even more important, KIDS love our website!

We don’t need to “trap” anyone with annual contracts. And we know that all our family budgets are squeezed hard these days, so we never charge a registration fee.

This transformative educational program is based on a simple low-cost monthly membership fee, automatically deducted from your credit or debit card on the date you select that is most convenient for you.

In fact, because of the tremendous growth that our web-based learning program has experienced, we are reducing our membership fees.
We understand the “economies of scale” and our success translates into SAVINGS for you! The more families we sign up, the more cost-effective our website becomes.

Larger Families Save Even More!
But before I ask you to enroll in a trial membership, let me tell you about the latest special we have that makes this great offer even better…

The Budget Brainiacs Family Package Special!
Our original business model was based on a flat fee per member, and that was reasonable and fair. But we know how tough it is for families to make ends meet, and we wanted to make this program as affordable as possible.

Now that our membership base has grown, we can afford not only to discount the basic individual membership, but we can offer even bigger savings for families!

Not only have we reduced the membership fee by 25% ... we now offer 25% off of that price for each additional child you enroll.
So, mom and dad, here is a little “budget-crunching” exercise for YOU!

You won’t pay our original $32 monthly membership fee per child.
We have reduced our fee to only $24 per month for your first child’s membership.
You save 25% right off the bat!
And now, with our family discount, you pay only $18 per month for each additional child you enroll. An additional 25% savings per child!
With savings like these, you could enroll three kids for only $60 per month total – which breaks down to only $20 per child.
How is THAT for smart money management?
But We’re Not Done Yet!
As a responsible parent, you understand the importance of providing your kids with solid money-management skills.

As a savvy consumer, I am sure you realize the value of this offer.

But we have one more thing to offer you…something better than the usual “money-back guarantee.”  
In fact, we don’t even offer a “money-back” guarantee, because we won’t take any of your hard-earned money to begin with!

If you respond to this special offer by October 30th you can enroll your children in our fun, interactive, money-management club for a
FREE ONE-MONTH TRIAL MEMBERSHIP!

You have absolutely nothing to lose… and you still get the opportunity to set your children on the path to a productive, prosperous future…with no risk at all!

Your satisfaction is guaranteed…BEFORE you spend one thin dime!

If you are not 100% impressed with the benefits of the BUDGET BRAINIACS program...if your kids don’t get enthused about learning to manage their money...simply email your cancellation request, and your login account will expire at the end of that first month. AT NO COST TO YOU!
But if your kids LOVE our program, like so many thousands of others do, you don’t have to do anything. We will begin billing you at the end of the first month and each month thereafter until you notify us otherwise. 
And remember – there are NO contracts. This is a simple, straight-forward monthly membership, and you are free to cancel at any time!
We are confident that once you see for yourself how your kids embrace BUDGET BRAINIACS, you will KNOW that you made a wise decision to enroll in this program, and your children will begin to reap all the benefits of getting “money smart!”
A Small Investment That Pays Big Dividends
Who is going to succeed in life? It is the person who has the knowledge, the self-discipline, and the maturity to make wise decisions. It is the person who has benefited from the nurturing care of concerned parents.

Your small investment in Budget Brainiacs will pay a lifetime of dividends as you watch your children become young adults who are responsible and careful with their money…who are avoiding debt, who are saving for the future, who understand the importance of delayed gratification and long-term investing.

Instead of asking you for loans, or going bankrupt, or moving back home…they will be living the American Dream…empowered by the good financial habits they developed in their formative teen years…thanks to you and BUDGET BRAINIACS.
 “It’s our job as parents to give them roots and wings, so they can survive and thrive in the real world.” - Mary Hunt, author of Raising Financially Confident Kids. 

NOW IS THE TIME to take advantage of all that Budget Brainiacs has to offer: 

· A secure age-appropriate online experience tailored for each child’s needs.

· FUN interactive teaching that makes your child WANT to learn about money!

· Online games that teach important money lessons during play.

· Frequent opportunities to earn and accumulate prize points.

· Their own online “bank” that tracks all their prize points automatically.

· Cool prizes that provide compelling incentives to pass the quizzes and exercises, all included at no extra charge in the price of your membership.
· The building of self-esteem in your children as they gain their “money-smarts.”

· Your satisfaction in knowing that YOUR kids are learning the value of a dollar!

SIGN UP TODAY! This Special Offer Won’t Last

Remember, this special offer for new membership in BUDGET BRAINIACS is for a limited time only. Enroll now to receive all of the following:
· A 25% savings from our original $32 per child membership fee. You will pay only $24 per month for your first child’s membership!

· Each additional membership gets an additional 25% OFF – only $18 per month for each additional child!
· If you respond to this offer by October 30th you can enroll your children in BUDGET BRAINIACS interactive and fun financial educational program with a FREE ONE-MONTH TRIAL MEMBERSHIP.

· Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee – You pay NOTHING for you first trial month’s membership…and if you are not absolutely LOVING the enthusiasm with which your kids play on Budget Brainiacs, just cancel your trial membership…No questions asked. 
YOU RISK NOTHING…

But your kids get the chance to win big in the game of life!

Our grandparents knew the value of a dollar, and they worked hard to instill in us the values of thrift and self-discipline.

Your membership in BUDGET BRAINIACS will carry on that tradition. By teaching your kids the values of self-discipline and responsibility at a young age, you ensure those lessons will stick with them and give them a solid foundation throughout their lives.

All of us at Budget Brainiacs are excited by the growth of our membership and the opportunity we have to help parents raise up a new generation of Americans who are self-disciplined, prosperous, and financially secure. 

We look forward to the chance to partner with you for our kids’ future success!

We all tend to procrastinate, so I urge you...ENROLL TODAY!  Don’t set this letter aside where it may be forgotten. This special offer is only for a limited time.

ENROLL TODAY! You will be so glad you did! 

Sincerely,

Amy Houk
Amy Houk,

Membership Director

P.S. -- We also want to send you a FREE GIFT as our way of thanking you for taking advantage of our FREE TRIAL OFFER. 
This EZ-Count Coin-Sorting Bank is made of clear high-impact plastic with an LCD display that totals the coin deposits and encourages your kids to save even more.

This free gift is yours to keep just for enrolling your child(ren) in a free trial membership today. 
ENROLL TODAY! The deadline is October 30th!
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This handy bank automatically counts each coin deposited and displays a running total so your kids can watch their savings grow. 

· Coins are automatically sorted and stacked into tubes that make rolling coins a snap.
· Overflow compartment stores coins if tubes become full.
· Battery is included – your bank arrives ready to start counting.

· Another fun way to encourage kids of all ages to save!
	 [image: image2.png]


 YES!  I want to give my kids a head start in life. I want to act now and take advantage of this special offer. 

Please enroll my child(ren) in this exciting and unique program that provides a FUN way to learn the vital money management skills they need for a successful adult life…all while they are playing games and winning prizes!

I understand the first month is FREE,

 and I will be covered by a
 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE

There are NO CONTRACTS.
I am free to withdraw at any time, 
and the EZ-Count Bank is our gift just for activating our trial membership.




Simply complete the enrollment form to begin your trial membership.
ACT TODAY to take advantage of this special introductory offer!
As soon as we receive your order, we will email you a confirmation of membership and a login code to grant you access to the member’s area at Budget Brainiacs where you will set up your children’s online accounts.
From the desk of Barbara Hoyt

Dear Concerned Parent,
I first got the idea to start this project when I was trying to teach my ten-year-old daughter how to budget her allowance.

She never wanted to save anything! All she could think about was what she was buying next. Every time I tried to sit down and discuss budgeting with her, it went in one ear and out the other.

This frustrated me to no end. Here I was – a college graduate with an MBA, employed as the Chief Financial Officer for a large Midwestern manufacturing company - and I could not get a ten-year-old to understand the value of saving 10% of her allowance!

But the one thing that girl was interested in was playing video games. She would play all day long if I let her. So that got me thinking...

I was acquainted with some video game developers. I started brainstorming with them about how to create teaching games that would focus on money management. 

And that was the humble beginning of what would later become Budget Brainiacs.

Needless to say, my daughter is a charter member...and yes, she has learned how to save! In fact, she is currently saving up to buy herself a new Kindle Nook.
Parents like you, who understand the importance of financial literacy for our children, are the ones who make this program possible.
Thanks to you, Budget Brainiacs is training a new generation of young adults to live within their means and plan for the future.
I am happy to have you join us in this movement to teach our kids the financial “smarts” they need to survive – and THRIVE – in our complex modern world.

Sincerely,

Barbara Hoyt

Barbara Hoyt

Founder & CEO of Budget Brainiacs

Here’s How to Enroll Your Children

in Budget Brainiacs and Boost Them Towards a Prosperous Future!

Enroll today to receive all these benefits:

· Order now and you will save 25% off of the membership fee! You pay only $24 per month for your first child’s membership.

· Each additional child joins at a bigger discount…only $18 per month!
· Join by October 30th and YOU RISK NOTHING with your FREE ONE-MONTH TRIAL MEMBERSHIP.

· Recieve Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee
You pay NOTHING for your first month’s membership…

and if you are not COMPLETELY satisfied, 
 just cancel your trial membership…No questions asked. 

ALSO...Order today and
you will receive your free 
EZ-Count Sorting Bank...
yours to keep just for activating a trial membership.
(Please allow 2 to 3 weeks for delivery.)

BUDGET BRAINIACS Enrollment Form
You can enroll online at www.budgetbrainiacs.com 

or you can complete this form and mail it to:

Budget Brainiacs Enrollment

P.O. Box 1234

Any City, Any State 46123
Parent’s First Name: ___________________________________________________ ​​​​​​​​​​​

Parent’s Last Name: ___________________________________________________

Street Address: ________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________

Phone Number (optional): ______________________________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________

First Membership:                     ___$24___ per month

Each Additional Member:

$18/month x (    ) members =  __________ per month

Total Monthly Membership:    __________ per month

Day of Month for Auto-withdrawal: ______________________________________

Credit Card Type & Number: ___________________________________________

Expiration Date: _______________________________________________________

I hereby authorize BUDGET BRAINIACS to deduct the total amount stated above from my credit/debit account once per month on the date I have selected, after my free one-month trial membership period has expired.  I understand that I am free to cancel this membership arrangement at any time without penalty.
Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Please note: As soon as we process your enrollment form, we will email you a confirmation of membership and a login code that grants you access to the members’ area at Budget Brainiacs where you will set up your children’s online accounts and receive more detailed information.
